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arrangements had succeeded perfectly in the cases
of Norway and Hungary, neither of which kingdoms
wanted complete independence.

Unfortunately for the Liberal optimists, Parnell
himself, addressing an American audience, had
announced, in his own name and in the name of
his friends, their intention of not resting until they
had " destroyed the last link that keeps Ireland
bound to England"; while Mr. Sexton, the most
eloquent of the Nationalist orators, had proclaimed
that between England and Ireland there never
could be any feeling but the passion of hate. The
history of their relations also seemed to show that
every concession to Ireland had been used as
leverage for gaining further concessions, Catholic
Emancipation leading to the demand for Repeal,
Disestablishment and agrarian legislation to
obstruction and Home Rule. Colonial self-
government could not be quoted as a precedent;
for, in the first place, Canada and Australia were
bound by the strongest motives of self-interest
to keep up their connection with the mother
country; and, in the next place, if they chose to
separate, whatever the loss to her prestige, England's
power would remain what it was before, or would
even be increased by no longer having distant
dependencies to defend. As for the European
parallels, Norway, by severing the last link with
Sweden, has turned the tables on Separatist logic ;
while Hungary has shown herself a permanent
danger to the stability of the Austrian monarchy.

Besides the general presumption arising from
the whole tenour of Irish agitation, there were
particular reasons for believing that Home Rule